CONTEXT: HUMANITARIAN CRISIS IN KASAI 
1.1 The Greater Kasai area 
The “Greater Kasai” is a large area, roughly the size of Italy, home to about 25 million people and made of five provinces out of the 26 that constitute the DRC: Kasai, Kasai Central, Kasai Oriental, Lomani and Sankuru. The area’s soil is rich in minerals, especially around the city of Mbuyi Mayji where lays one of the largest diamond reserve in the world. However its population remains among the poorest in the country. Large parts of the region are covered by forest and the area has an underdeveloped network of transportation and communication. In this region traditions are strong and the role and prestige of local chiefs is important. The mines in the region have long attracted people from neighboring provinces, some of these immigrants having decided to settle there permanently. 

Although located in the centre of a country that, in the 1990’s and 2000’s, experienced the most deadly international conflict since World War II, the “Greater Kasai” region was not affected by the wars that ripped Congo apart and has been at peace for the past three generations (since the 1960’s), even though some localized tensions between communities have occurred.
1.2 Overview of the humanitarian crisis 

· More than 5,000 have died in 12 months of violence, according to the Conseil régional des organisations non gouvernementales de développement (CRONGD)

· More than 80 mass graves have been discovered 

· More than 1,5 million  people were displaced, doubling the total number of internally displaced people in DRC to 3.8 million, according to the last OCHA report available online. According to an OCHA report quoted by Reuters, 710,000 people had returned to their homes in Kasai, while 762,000 remain displaced. 

· 31.000 Congolese fleeing Kasai sought refuge in Angola according to UNHCR
*The above figures should not be attributed to MSF, as MSF can only fully rely on its own medical data
For more than a year a wave of violence has affected the Kasai region, among DRC’s poorest provinces. The Great Kasai region was transformed in one of the most serious humanitarian crises in the world today. It started in August 2016 as a spark – the killing of a local chief by the Congolese armed forces – but it became a generalized unrest flaring through an area as large as Italy. 
The peak of violence has died down, and the region is now facing crisis aftermaths. The bunk of the areas is now accessible, and the humanitarian needs among displaced people and local communities are extremely high.
Since the conflict broke out, 1,5 million have been displaced in Greater Kasai region, according to OCHA.
Where life was already a struggle, it has become even harder for people affected by the conflict.
People are slowly coming back to their homes, or what remains of them; many lost their belongings in attacks, many others do not still have access to their land, accentuating the food crisis or are afraid of fully embarking on their daily livelihood activities, as they fear losing everything again in fresh attacks.
Many houses have been burnt during fighting and attacks in the last months and displaced people are hosted by local communities since there are no formal IDP camps or sites. These people are living in a state of deprivation, lacking of food, healthcare, psychological support, protection services.
The displacement, destruction and looting of homes, health centers and schools have worsened adversity in the province. Due to the violence in the past months, most of the local health centres visited by MSF teams have been deserted, or they currently lack of medicines and personnel. Insecurity, tensions and violence, in this impoverished area, worsened and drastically limited the basic medical services, which in some areas are totally inaccessible for the population.

Since the beginning of the crisis, more than 200 health centers and 400 schools have been looted, damages or destroyed, and some 1 million people are now severely food insecure and about 400,000 children are at risk of malnutrition, according to UNICEF.The lack of structures, schools and health centers endangers access to basic health, social and educational services. 

MSF OPERATIONS

Kananga – central kasai
MSF has been supporting Kananga Provincial Hospital since April 2017. Here the team created a temporary operating theatre and has been managing the 70 beds trauma wing, offering free care for victims of violent and accidental trauma. 
The progressive reduction in affluence of conflict- affected patients to Kananga Provincial Hospital led MSF (OCB) team to reconvert the core activities towards areas in the province where needs are more urgent and to refocus activities towards assisting victims of sexual violence. MSF team in Kananga launched this service in June 2017, more than 150 cases have been assisted so far.
The flow of patients is significantly rising, our team in Kananga will continue to provide free medical care and psychological support to sexual violence survivors. 

MSF team is running exploratory missions in the countryside (Kasumba territory, south of Kananga) to assess medical needs, in order to expand activities in that area.

Tshikapa- kasai
MSF is supporting a hospital and three health centres in the city of Tshikapa, capital of the Kasai province. Between June and September, over 200 surgeries and 5,000 paediatric consultations were performed, 155 people were treated for violence-related injuries and 30 others for sexual violence. In the rural areas of the Kasai province, MSF medical teams arrive in villages, sometimes for the first time, to treat patients —mainly malnourished children—, and to supply the local health centres with medicines and equipment. Since MSF started working in the periphery of Tshikapa, the teams have supported the opening of ten ambulatory therapeutic feeding centres for children. Nearly 1,000 children have been treated for severe acute malnutrition in MSF-supported facilities in the urban and rural area of Kasai province since the beginning of the intervention.
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